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THE CHURCH'S CONCERN 
“OR THE AGING 


On the basis of current mortality rates, 
he number of persons sixty-five and over 
n 1960 will be 16 million, in 1975 about 
1 million. Such estimates along with 
tudies in geriatrics have excited public 
nd private agencies about future plans 
or those persons reaching the sixty age 
evel. 

Here are some cold statistics that should 
ive every church member cause to read 
em twice—and then to do some think- 
g which will result in action, For in- 
nce: (1) more than one-third of the 
tion’s old people have no personal in- 
me—they are dependent on savings, 
latives, friends and charity; (2) more 
an half of our aged women and fully 
e-third of the men are no longer part 
a family group; (3) fewer than 130,000 
the 13 million old people are living in 
mes for the aged and other institutions. 


In some of the church planning groups 
the Disciples the matter of the church’s 
ncern for the aging has been given spe- 
c consideration. The areas of concern 
ich have been selected to form the basis 
a local church program include: 
Teeting the Fellowship Needs of Older 
rsons;” “Meeting the Housing Needs 
Older Persons;” “Health and Economic 
eas; ” 

A suggested local church program on 
eeting the Fellowship Needs of Older 
rsons” was released in October, 1958, 
d copies of this pamphlet are still avail- 
e free, upon request, from the Depart- 
nt of Social Welfare, UCMS. 

his year, a similar pamphlet on 
eeting the Housing Needs of Older 
ple” is being made available to local 
rches. (Also, free—upon request. ) 
leason, in his book, Horizons for Older 
ple, says “What a blessing it would 


(Continued on Page 9) 


DISCIPLES PLAN FOR 
WORLD REFUGEE YEAR 


Two million, three hundred and fifty 
thousand people are concentrated in the 
Near East, in Europe, in Tunisia and 
Morocco, Hong Kong, in Nepal and India, 
and China, living in desperate straits— 
some still in camps after forty years. 
Scores of children and young people know 
nothing but camp life. 

There are three steps that must be tak- 
en before the problems of these people can 
be solved. The three steps include the 
United Nations, the United States and the 
Disciples of Christ. 

The United Nations 

A first step was taken last December 
when the UN General Assembly adopted 
a resolution proclaiming WORLD REFU- 
GEE YEAR. The UN plan was three- 
fold: (1) Securing increased interest 
throughout the world and assistance for 
refugees. (2) Encouraging additional 
financial help from governments, the gen- 
eral public and voluntary agencies. (3) 
Encouraging opportunities for permanent 
refugee solutions through voluntary re- 
patriation, resettlement and integration. 

The United States 

A second step came when. the United 
States agreed to participate in WORLD 
REFUGEE YEAR. The United States’ 
plan is fivefold: (1) Continued support 
will be given to existing refugee programs 
—the US Escapee Program, the Inter- 
governmental Committee on European 
Migration, and the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees. (2) An additional 
support of $4 million was proposed to be 
applied to closing European camps, re- 
habilitating refugees, and vocational train- 
ing. (3) Special legislation was proposed 
allowing more US non-quota visas. (4) 
Surplus food—valued at a $10 to $20 mil- 
lion increase in the surplus agricultural 


(Continued on Page 9) 


PRESBYTERIANS, UNITED 
CHURCH PASS SOCIAL 
ACTION RESOLUTIONS 


Presbyterians and the United Church 
were taking stands on social issues at 
spring and early summer conventions, Dis- 
ciples will tackle some of these same issues 
at their Denver International Convention 
late in August. 

The United Presbyterian Church in 
May gave its support to the Fifth World 
Order Conference of the National Council 
of Churches. The 171st Presbyterian As- 
sembly commended the Cleveland Study 
Conference for “dealing courageously” 
with vital and controversial issues. It ex- 
pressed its “Christian concern that the 
day may soon come when our government, 
in concert with other free nations, may 
enter with honor into normal relations 
with the governments of the Chinese peo- 
ple.” 

Backing Red China recognition and ad- 
mission to the U.N. earlier this year was 
the Council for Christian Social Action of 
the United Church of Christ. Both the 
United Church and Presbyterians called 
for protection of the rights of the people 
on Formosa and in Korea in negotiations 
leading to improved relations with main- 
land China. Another Presbyterian group, 
however, took a different view of the Red 
China issue. The 99th General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
(South) disapproved that part of the 
Fifth World Order Conference report 
which called for a thaw in cold war rela- 
tions with China. At the same time the 
Southern Presbyterians reaffirmed the 
study conference’s right to make pro- 
nouncements on “moral and_ spiritual 
problems inherent in world relations.” The 
Denver Assembly of Christian Churches 
also will be asked to back the right of the 
churches to speak on controversial issues 


(Continued on Page 9) 


Last February the “Red China contro- 
versy” received most of the headlines 
when the General Board of the National 
Council of Churches met at Hartford, 
Conn. In response to criticism of the stand 
on the China issue of the Fifth World 
Order Study Conference, the Board reaf- 
firmed the right and duty of the churches 
to speak on controversial issues. Almost 
hidden because of public concentration on 
the China question was a far-reaching 
resolution on segregated housing adopted 
by the General Board. 


The National Council called upon 
Christians to take private and public ac- 
tion to eliminate segregation in housing. 
It urged members to sign covenants in 
support of open occupancy and to support 
anti-discrimination and public housing 
legislation, “The imperatives of the Chris- 
tian gospel,” the Council said, “are op- 
posed to segregation of any of God’s Chil- 
dren on the basis of race.” 


Text of the Resolution adopted 
February 26, 1959, follows: 


Acknowledging the spiritual and moral 
obligation of the churches to face and to 
deal with the problems of racial segrega- 
tion in housing, the National Council of 
Churches adopts the following resolution: 


WHEREAS, the churches are concerned 
about the spiritual, moral and material 
strength of family life; and 


WHEREAS, the opportunity for peo- 
ple of all races to have adequate housing 
is an important factor in contributing to 
the strength of family life; and 


WHEREAS, the imperatives of the 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL BACKS NON-SEGREGATED HOUSING 


_ Tou COMEBACKS oH SoREATE HOUSING 


Christian gospel are opposed to the segre- 
gation of any of God’s children on the 
basis of race, because it is a violation of 
the intrinsic worth which God has given 
to all men; and 


WHEREAS, the churches themselves 
have not been guiltless in prolonging dis- 
criminatory practices, more often through 
evasion and indifference than through de- 
liberate restriction; and 


WHEREAS, patterns of residential 
segregation in both urban and rural areas 
automatically create barriers to racial in- 
clusiveness in churches, schools, and other 
community institutions; and 


WHEREAS, religious and civic minded 
persons in a number of communities across 
the Nation are increasingly seeking ways 
or means of dealing with the problem of 
racial discrimination in the housing mar- 
ket; therefore, 


BE IT RESOLVED: 


1. That the National Council of 
Churches commits itself to work through 
moral suasion, social action, and support 
for the enactment of appropriate housing 
legislation, to achieve the right of every 
person to acquire housing which permits 
“. . a standard of living adequate for 
the health and well-being of himself and 
of his family .. .”* on the basis of personal 
preference and financial ability without 
regard to race, national origin or religion; 


2. that the National Council of 
Churches calls upon the member denom- 
inations, their churches, clergy, trustees 
and lay leaders, to continue to give every 
support to the achievement of this right; 


3. that councils of churches, denomina- 
tions and other religious groups be com- 
mended for their efforts to achieve hous- 
ing markets free of racial or religious dis- 
crimination and be urged to intensify 
their work to achieve this highly impor- 
tant end; 


4. that the members of the churches be 
encouraged to discover the facts about the 
availability of housing to all people in 
their community and to examine the im- 
plications of the gospel regarding the basic 
right of all persons to acquire housing 


without regard to race, national origin or 
religion; 


5. that the churches urge their mem- 
bers to sign and make public covenants 
which commit them to support open oc- 
cupancy housing in their respective neigh- 
borhoods; 


6. that, where urban redevelopment is 
to take place, the churches urge the de- 
velopment of adequate relocation pro- 
grams so that persons displaced by such 
developments may locate adequate hous- 
ing on an open occupancy basis without 
regard to race, national origin, or religion: 
thereby avoiding the practice of pushing 
these people from one blighted area tc 
another; the intensification of overcrowd: 
ing in already overcrowded areas and the 
creation of new slum areas; 


7. that the churches urge their mem: 
bers to communicate to their Representa: 
tives in Congress, as well as in state ana 
municipal governments, the urgent neee 
to increase the public housing program a: 
one means of providing more housing op 
an open occupancy basis for lower incom: 
groups regardless of race, national origiii 
or religion; 


8. that the denominations, locas 
churches, and councils of churches in 
crease their efforts to see that existing gow 
ernmental programs such as urban rede 
velopment and urban renewal are so ac 
ministered as to provide more housing 6¢ 
an open occupancy basis for lower incomr 
groups regardless of race, national origi 
or religion. 

* Universal Declaration of Human Right 


Article 25(1) ; adopted by United Nations, Gep 
eral Assembly. 


NOW AVAILABLE 


Report of the Fifth World Order Study 
Conference, sponsored by the National 
Council, Cleveland, Ohio, 1958 is now 
available, entitled: “CHRISTIAN RE- 
SPONSIBILITY ON A CHANGING 
PLANET.” 


Contents 
e Story of the conference and greetings 


e Statement of Chairman on Sino-Ameri- 
ean Relations ; 


e Reports and resolutions of the five 
work sections, namely: ‘Power Strug- — 
gle and Security in a Nuclear-Space — 
Age”; “Overseas Areas of Rapid Social | 
Change”; “Changing Dimensions of — 
Human Rights’; ‘International Insti- | 

tutions and Peaceful Change’. { 

/ 


e Available: Christian Board of Publica-_ 
tion, St, Louis, 35 cents. a 


e Note: See information on page 10 0 
this Newsletter regarding Pepe oe 
available to churches with Committees on 
Christian Action and Community Service. 
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Reprinted by Permission from Washington Newsletter of the Friend's Committee on National Legislation. 


| The month of June 1959 seemed to bring more than the usual share of unhappy news, questionable pro- 
| posals and unwise decisions for the cause of peace. We hope that after reading about some of these events 
you will take a few minutes to write some of your thoughts to— 


e your two Senators, 


e your Congressman, 


the editor of your local paper. 


Unless the widespread public apathy about these vital issues is somehow overcome, the drift toward nuclear 
war will inevitably continue. Aroused citizens must proclaim that peace is possible and that they are pre- 
pared to take the steps necessary to bring about world disarmament under law. 


a IS a PA I 


iThe effects of a “limited” attack on the United States 

jwere considered by Congressman Chet Holifield’s Sub- 

icommittee on Radiation of the Joint Committee on 
tomic Energy in hearings June 22-26. 


t was assumed that 1,453 megatons of bombs were 
ropped on 224 targets around the country under 
eather conditions existing on October 17, 1958. One 
megaton equals one million tons of TNT. All the 
bombs dropped by all sides in World War II equaled 
nly 2.6 million tons of TNT. It was also assumed 
ther bombs were dropped on Western European bases. 


A much larger attack could have been launched. 
Among the results of this “limited” attack: 


® 48 million persons would have been killed as a result 
of the blast, heat and fallout; 20 million more would 
be injured but would recover. (Total population of 
the United States: 177 million.) 


» 25% of the nation’s homes would be destroyed, 
25% damaged, and most of the rest made danger- 
ously radioactive for anywhere from two weeks to 
a year or more. 


» Just one 10 megaton bomb would destroy all struc- 
tures within a radius of 7 miles, and start fires and 
inflict skin burns on exposed persons within a radius 
of 25 miles. Flying glass, collapsing buildings and 
fire storms caused by hurricane-like winds would kill 


many. — 
Over the following 30 generations, the 40 million 


estimated survivors capable of having children would 
transmit between 24 million and 960 million new 


CONGRESS STUDIES NUCLEAR WAR 


mutations to their descendants. The genetic price 
for the entire world would be at least 2 to 4 times 
the United States damage. 


Why These Hearings Now? 


Chairman Chet Holifield said the people don’t under- 
stand the nature of a nuclear war. “We believe that 
an informed citizenry is the best insurance for the 
survival of a free people.” 


Many witnesses were Civil Defense officials, and great 
stress was laid on the need for a much more adequate 
civil defense program to cope with such a disaster 
once it occurred. 


Although it was originally stated that no “religious, 
philosophical or political witnesses” would be heard, 
one of the witnesses, Herman Kahn of the Rand Corpo- 
ration, released a written statement in which he held 
that “there are plausible, even probable, circumstances” 
under which it might be “profitable to initiate a thermo- 
nuclear war.” 


How About Some Effort on Disarmament? 


Sen. Bourke Hickenlooper, Ia., raised this very 
pertinent question at the hearing: “If you don’t 
get killed in the blast you may get killed in the 
radiation. If you don’t get killed in the radiation 


you get killed in the fire storm. If you do not get 
killed by the fire you get killed by lack of oxygen 
in this area. I am asking you seriously, what object 
is there particularly in putting tremendous effort 
into building shelters?” 


--(NE WS}--|from]-|thel---NAT IONS]--| CAPITOL}- 


No testimony was taken on how to keep the bombs 
from falling in the first place. No witnesses were 
allowed to demonstrate that the only real solution lies 
in moving rapidly toward world disarmament under 
world law. 


In concluding the Hearings, Chairman Holifield said: 
“It may well be that the time has come in mans long 
history when he must choose between the arms race 
and the human race.” 


Spreading H-Bomb “Know-How” to Allies 


The Administration has now placed before Congress 
agreements to transfer nuclear weapons information 
and material to seven countries: West Germany, 
Greece, Turkey, the Netherlands, France, Canada and 
Great Britain. Nuclear warheads themselves will not 
be transferred. But many believe the vital information 
and material which is transferred will initiate a process 
culminating in possession of nuclear weapons by the 
nations involved. 


These agreements will go into effect unless both Houses 
of Congress vote to disapprove them within a 60-day 
period which expires midnight July 18 for the British 
and French agreements; July 25 for the West German, 
Turkish, Canadian and Dutch agreements; and August 
10 for the Greek ‘agreement. Three days of secret 
hearings have been held. Public hearings are scheduled 
July 1 and 2. 


Here are some of the reasons why these agreements 
should not be approved: 


1 They are inconsistent with efforts at Geneva to end 
nuclear weapons tests and restrict the number of 
nuclear powers in the world. 


2 They commit the United States more firmly against 

“denuclearization” or “disengagement” in Central 
Europe and the Middle East. And since the agreements 
with West Germany, Greece, Turkey and the Nether- 
lands cannot be terminated without mutual consent, 
these countries are given what amounts to a veto over 
United States policy in Europe. 


3 They will tend to create more nuclear powers and 
thus increase the danger of accidental or inten- 
tional nuclear war. 


4. By providing nuclear weapons information and ma- 
terial to its allies, the United States will bring great 
pressure on the Soviet Union to do likewise. 


» Send stamped, self-addressed envelope to FCNL 
for a 2-sheet Action Bulletin on this subject. 


“Concerted Effort” to Oppose Ban 


As likelihood of an agreement to end nuclear weapons 
tests increases, opposition to a test ban becomes more 
vocal. Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey, Chairman of the 
Senate Disarmament Subcommittee, charged on June 4 
on the Senate floor that there is “a concerted effort 
somewhere in Washington—I imagine in the Defense 
Establishment itself—to get the American people to 
believe it is not possible to reach an agreement to 
control these weapons.” 


The Washington Post 


Map shows beginning of fallout after 1 hour. Radiation in 
areas marked would be lethal to those without protection. 


The Washington Post 


Map shows fallout pattern over the U. S. after 2 days. 
Radiation in areas would produce varying after effects. 


Sen. Humphrey’s June 4 speech was a major attemp 
to support the Administration’s announced intention te 
seek agreement to end all nuclear weapons tests—at 
mospheric, underground and high altitude. 


Proponents of continued underground testing say suck 
tests are necessary in order to develop “small” tacticae 
weapons for use in ‘limited” nuclear wars. Sen. Hume 
phrey became one of the first major spokesmen té 
challenge publicly the limited atomic war thesis. 


The Administration is also supporting an alternativ’ 
proposal to ban atmospheric tests alone if an adequat 
inspection system for underground and high altitud! 
tests cannot be agreed upon. The Berkner Report op 
detection of underground testing, released June 12, saic 
that more effective detection methods could be deviseé 
but that underground shots might be “muffled” in 
order to escape detection. George Kennan, testifyin: 
before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Ma 
12, said: “I personally would be prepared to see ou 
Government go further in accepting the risks of abc 
lition, first, of the tests, and then ultimately of thi 
type of explosives, even if the inspection facilities wer 
not perfect, rather than to see the unlimited develoy 


ment of a weapons race with atomic weapons an: 
missiles.” - 


a 
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Unilateral End to Tests Proposed. June 8, Rep. Steven 
V. Carter, Ia., introduced H.R. 7612, authorizing the 
United States Surgeon General to order an end to all 
U.S. tests of nuclear weapons—by unilateral action if 
necessary—to safeguard the public health. 


Arms Savings for Works of Peace. On June 12, Sen. 
Humphrey, recalling the late Sen. Brien McMahon’s 
proposal, introduced S.Con.Res. 48 to reaffirm the 
United States’ intention to devote a substantial portion 
of savings resulting from disarmament to a “works 
for peace” program. 


Trial Balloon on Germ, Gas War 


Recent incidents indicate a concerted attempt to sell 
the public on the feasibility of bacteriological and 
hemical war. Maj. Gen. William M. Creasy ( Ret.) tes- 
ified on June 16 before the House Science and Astro- 
autics Committee on various chemical and nerve 
ases. Gen. Creasy, who now works with a petroleum 
nd chemical business, said the $40 to $45 million 
pent each year on chemical, biological, and radiolog- 
cal weapons is inadequate. Gen. Creasy and Maj. Gen. 
arshall Stubbs, the Army’s chief chemical officer, who 
ppeared before the same Committee, said the Russians 
re also preparing for germ warfare. 


n June 22, the House Space Committee saw a “grip- 
ing” demonstration of dogs being paralyzed by a new 
rmy nerve gas. The June Harpers carries an article 
y a retired Army chemical officer, Gen. J. H. Roths- 
hild, “Germs and Gas: the Weapons Nobody Dares 
alk About.” 


Billions for Defense 


he House passed the $38.8 billion Department of 
efense appropriation bill on June 3 by a vote of 393 
0 3. The nay votes were cast by Randall S. Harmon, 
nd.; Byron L. Johnson, Colo.; and William H. Meyer, 
t. During debate, Byron Johnson said that formerly 
. . . justice consisted of an eye for an eye and a 
ooth for a tooth... we are preparing to raise that law 
o a civilization for a civilization. And yet the man 
rom Galilee gave us a new law. .. .” According to 
illiam Meyer, “These old military methods will not 
vork, yet we do not have the courage to find a new 


ay. 


Nothing for Disarmament Studies 


ongress has just refused in toto a State Department 
quest for $500,000 to be used for studies on various 
spects of disarmament. Testimony by Sen. Humphrey 
nd an appeal by Raymond Wilson failed to persuade 
en. Lyndon Johnson and members of his Appropria- 
ons Subcommittee to restore House-cut funds. It was 
laimed that no additional studies were necessary, but 
Defense Department spokesman said the proposed 
‘udies would not duplicate current projects. 


Investigating ‘“‘Munitions Lobby” 
t his June 3 news conference President Eisenhower 


pressed concern over the “munitions lobby.” The 


anQeriaAtl 


ACA TION 


same day, in the House, a motion by Alfred E. Sant- 
angelo, N. Y., to bar employment by defense con- 
tractors of retired admirals and generals within five 
years of their retirement, failed by only one vote. It 
was headed off by a promise to investigate the situa- 
tion. It is to be hoped that this Armed Services Sub- 
committee will have more crusading zeal than the 
Special Subcommittee which was set up earlier in the 
year to investigate the draft and military manpower 
situation. 


On June 17, Sen. Paul H. Douglas told the Senate that 
721 officers of the rank of colonel or above are on the 
payrolls of the top defense contractors. 


Members of Congress Lobby, Too 


May 7, the 44 members of the New York delegation 
introduced bills to increase the percentage of defense 
contracts awarded on the basis of competitive bidding 
and bring about a broader distribution of military 
orders. Sen. Javits pointed out that defense awards 
“have a profound impact on the economic well-being 
of almost every major industrial region,” and that “New 
York’s congressional delegation is vitally concerned 
with the declining percentage of U.S. defense dollars 
spent in New York. . .” 


During Department of Defense appropriation debates, 
Rep. John R. Foley, Md., unsuccessfully urged that 
the Air Force be given an additional $10 million to 
buy 10 cargo planes from Fairchild Aircraft Company, 
Hagerstown, Md. Rep. Foley quoted a Maryland Em- 
ployment Security report which alleged that “If new 
military contracts are not obtained by Fairchild Air- 
craft in the next few months the already crucial un- 
employment picture will become more acute... .” 


“COURAGE TO BE FREE” 


The Supreme Court has recently handed down two 5 
to 4 decisions, which tend to circumscribe three 1956- 
57 decisions upholding the rights of all citizens to speak 
and assemble freely and to be accorded full protection 
of the law. . 


June 8, the Court affirmed the contempt convictions of 
two men who have refused to cooperate with investi- 
gating committees: Lloyd Barenblatt, former instructor 
at Vassar, who refused to answer questions on political 
affiliation put to him by the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee, and Willard Uphaus, who refused to 
give a state committee a list of attenders at his summer 
camp. 


In both instances the majority of the Court upheld 
legislative investigations of alleged subversion as in the 
interest of “self-preservation, ‘the ultimate value of any 
society.” The minority held that the inquiries under 
review infringed upon freedom of speech and asso- 
ciation. 


In the Barenblatt decision, the majority specifically 
endorsed the right of the Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee to investigate subversion and compel testimony. 
In the Watkins decision of 1957, the Court criticized 
Committee investigations. 
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The Uphaus opinion made plain that the 1956 Nelson 
decision was not intended to invalidate state laws pro- 
hibiting sedition against the state. It merely proscribed 
state action in cases involving sedition against the 
Federal Government. 


June 25, the House passed a bill, H.R. 3, 225-192, 
designed to prevent the Court from striking down state 
laws in areas in which Federal and State Governments 
have concurrent jurisdiction. State sedition laws are 
specifically reinstated in full. 


The basic question at issue in these events was pro- 
pounded by Justice Black in the minority opinion on 
Barenblatt: “. . . whether we as a people will try fear- 
fully and futilely to preserve democracy by adopting 
totalitarian methods, or whether in accordance with 
our .. . Constitution we will have the confidence and 
courage tobe free,- 


CIVIL RIGHTS AND VIOLENCE 


The American Friends Service Committee, the National 
Council of Churches and the Southern Regional Council 
have recently issued a report on 530 cases of racial 
violence, reprisal and intimidation which have taken 
place in the South since the school decisions of 1954 
and 1955. The violence includes 6 Negroes killed, 18 
Negroes and 11 whites wounded, 44 persons beaten, 
5 stabbed, and 30 homes bombed. 


The report warns of the dangers posed by this record, 
“dangers for which all of us, through silence or in- 
action, must share the responsibility.” 


June 17, a House Judiciary Subcommittee approved 
H.R. 3147, which would: make it a crime to interfere 
with school desegregation orders; make it a crime to 
cross state lines to avoid prosecution for bombing 
churches or schools; allow the Attorney General to 


initiate lawsuits to establish civil rights; and provii 
limited technical and financial aid to areas with schc 
desegregation problems. It is pending before the fu 
Judiciary Committee. 


IN BRIEF 


China Policy: Discussion of U.S. China policy is i 
creasing in Washington. This is partially due to tl 
realization that mainland China will eventually hay} 
to be included in any agreement to end nuclear weapor 
tests. e e e May 21, Sen. Clair Engle, Calif., told his ccq 
leagues that present policy “places on us the onus + 
preventing the relaxation of tensions necessary if the} 
is ever to be a solution of such basic problems as tk] 
reunification of Korea and the permanent status « 
Formosa... to some extent we are provoking potentiij 
aggression.” e e e June 4, Rep. Charles O. Port 
Ore., recommended that the United States send a mij 
sion to China to ascertain the trade potential. Tk 
Administration has rejected this proposal as “damagir 
to our national interest.” 


Whom Shall We Welcome? A Senate Judiciary Subcor 
mittee, which has already held a day of hearing 
on general immigration legislation, resumed hearing 
June 30. There is an urgent need for legislation whi 
would allow the United States to take a fair share c 
refugee-escapees, especially hardship cases, on a cor 
tinuing basis. General admission requirements shoul 
also be liberalized. 


Feeding the Hungry. Hearings on bills to extend th 
Agricultural Trade Development and Assistance Act ¢ 
1954 (P.L. 480) will begin July 7 in Senate ani 
House Committees. A proposal by Rep. Leonard Wolt 
Ia., to give surplus food and fiber to the UN for thr 
use of underdeveloped nations, was voted down by te 
House on June 18, 96-47. 


THE CHURCH'S CONCERN 
FOR THE AGING 

(Continued from Page 1) 
be to the aging if each church would ac- 
cept the challenge of seeing to it that every 
older person in the parish is housed in a 
manner that contributes to his comfort 
and personal dignity!” 

Any church, or any of its groups which 
is interested in the housing of older per- 
sons, should make a careful study before 
developing any specific plans. Probably 
one of the first things to explore in such a 
study is the present housing arrangements 
of those older persons in the church and/ 
or community. Another factor is to discov- 
| er what older people need in suitable hous- 
; ing; if they could live the way they really 
want to—what would it be?; do those 
living in their own homes find them bur- 
densome physically and financially?; if 
some special services, such as shopping 
and housekeeping ‘services, meals on 
wheels, visit-nurse, could be supplied—are 
there some persons who could remain in 
their homes longer, and more contented? 

A real concern which the church should 
have is that of respectable and comfort- 
able living facilities for aged persons with 
low incomes. Also, do community land- 
lords discriminate against tenants by re- 
fusing to rent rooms or apartments to in- 
dividuals who are not employed? 

Churches should secure a copy of the 
National Housing Act because our gov- 
ernment is making an effort to provide 
dwelling units designed for aged needs and 
pocketbooks. 

There are other factors which should 
come in for consideration such as a study 
f the various types of housing facilities 
which are being provided where such 
eeds exist. They range all the way from 
11-story apartment structures to cottages 
urrounding pleasant courts and grounds; 
d from retirement hotels, to “trailer 
tates.” 

“Tn the design of homes for the aging 
it should be remembered that older people 
ave the needs that are common to all 
ple, but that they also have speczal 
eeds owing to the fact that they are old 
ple. Also, it should be recognized that 
lder people are individuals, human be- 
ings—not a group of people—and need 
arious types of housing and living ar- 
angements” writes Wilma Donahue in 
er recent book, Housing the Aging. 

—RotH E. MILNER 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
commodity program—for such areas as 
Hong Kong, Palestine, Tunisia and Mo- 
rocco. (5) Full support to the US Com- 
mittee for Refugees and to voluntary wel- 
fare agencies including church organiza- 
tions engaged in assistance to refugees. 


The Disciples of Christ 


Now, it is our turn to take a step toward 
helping make WORLD REFUGEE 
YEAR a success. This can be done in sev- 
eral ways: (1) Collect all good, used 
clothes. See that all buttons are on and 
seams sewed, and wash the garment and 
send to your nearest Church World Serv- 
ice Center. Mark the boxes clearly “Disci- 
ples of Christ” so that we may reach our 
goal of 250,000 pounds this year. (2) Sup- 
port Week of Compassion this year to the 
fullest—you need not wait until February 
to send in your offering for WORLD 
REFUGEE YEAR. (3) Make plans for 
sponsoring a refugee family. There are 
many persons who look to Christian 
churches for help. 

The steps you take may well be the 
steps necessary to make new lives for peo- 
ple who are looking toward Christian 
America for help. These are real people. 
Many children have lived in refugee 
camps all their lives. 

Some of the People 
@ Mr. and Mrs. Barthelemy are Dutch 
Indonesians and have three daughters, 
Sonja, Brenda and Ingrid. They both 
speak English and he has training as a 
mechanical engineer. 
@ Mr. Kecskes is Hungarian, aged 25, a 
jeep driver, common laborer, learning 
English. 
@ Mr. and Mrs. Oor, Indonesian-Dutch, 
have four children, Wilhelm, Lorna, Mar- 
garetha and Henry. They speak English, 
and he is an electro-mechanic. 
@ Guenter Steinert, a German boy of 20, 
speaks fluent English and is a bricklayer. 
@ Mr. and Mrs. Van Spanje, Dutch-Indo- 
nesians, have six children, Ewald, Pat, 
Rennerd, Jred, Denny and Roger. He is 
an electro-mechanic and they speak 
English. 

Write now for full information on these 
people and others, Take the first step. 

—E ta L. WILLIAMS 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


and support a study of the 61-page Report 
of the World Order Conference, “Chris- 
tian Responsibility on a Changing Plan- 
pay a 

The United Presbyterians also urged 
abolition of capital punishment, thereby 
joining a growing movement against the 
death penalty. Other church bodies that 
have come out for abolition in recent years 
are the Disciples of Christ, Protestant 
Episcopal Church, American Baptist Con- 
vention, Society of Friends and the Cen- 
tral Conference of American Rabbis. Nine 
states in the U. S. and most of the coun- 
tries of Western Europe already have out- 
lawed the death penalty. 


Birth control also was endorsed by the 
United Presbyterians. Overruling a 1930 
resolution disapproving birth control, the 
Assembly said, ““The proper use of med- 
ically approved contraceptives may con- 
tribute to the spiritual, emotional and eco- 
nomic welfare of the family.” Disciples 
touched on the political and social aspects 
of birth control as a part of an omnibus 
world order and peace resolution at their 
St. Louis convention in 1958, but have 
made no statement on the family life im- 
plications of birth control. In recent years 
discussion on this issue has been stimulat- 
ed by demographic reports that the world 
population is exploding and might go-from 
2.7 billion in 1959 to around 6 or 7 billion 
in the year 2000 A.D., just 41 years away. 
United Nations and World Council of 
Churches spokesmen have expressed 
Malthusian fears that population increases 
are rapidly outrunning gains in food and 
fiber production. 


In the field of race relations the United 
Presbyterians deplored attempts of several 
southern states to outlaw the NAACP, 
urged open-occupancy in housing, and 
commended churches that have engaged 
their members in covenants of open occu- 
pancy and urged others to follow this ex- 
ample, “thus assisting the movement 
toward residential desegregation.” A reso- 
lution on labor-management relations held 
that union membership as a basis for con- 
tinued employment should neither be re- 
quired nor forbidden by law. 
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WORLD ORDER SUNDAY 
OCTOBER 25, 1959 


Christian Churches throughout our na- 
tion, and hundreds of churches cooperat- 
ing with the National Council of Church- 
er, emphasize peace and world order dur- 
ing the month of October each year. The 
observance this year falls on Sunday, Oc- 
tober 25. This is an excellent opportunity 
for your department, or committee, to 
plan with the pastor for a series of activ- 
ities emphasizing peace and world order. 


"Some Program Tools" 

The fall “program planning packet” 
will be sent to all churches with Commit- 
tees on Christian Action and Community 
Service, early in September. Others, who 
do not have committees, will receive a 
packet upon request and upon sending the 
name and address of the person responsi- 
ble for social education and action in said 
church to the Department of Social Wel- 
fares UGMMS: 

Included in the packet for planning 
World Order observance will be: 


1. An Idea Sheet making program sug- 
gestions and, 


2. a copy of World Order Sunday Mes- 
sage of the | ‘ational Council of Churches, 


3. a card for ordering the bulletin, 


Available free upon request; 


@ to those churches which have commit- 
tees, and are on our mailing list, and 


@ to those churches that indicate to us 
the name of the person responsible for this 
area of the church’s concern; are the fol- 
lowing resources: 


1. Report of the Fifth World Order 
Study Conference, “Christian Responsi- 
bility on a Changing Planet”; 

2. Study Guide for use with the fore- 
going; 

3. St. Louis Convention resolution on 
World Order and Peace. 


© Write the Department of Social Welfare, 
UCMS. 


Serpe, Laas 


The Committee on Christian Action and Community Service in your church may 
find suggestions and help from the following list of events, projects and resources: 


Ideas—To Consider, and Decide 


In planning you will want to consider 
some of the following: 

1. Ask minister to preach a sermon 
with a World Order emphasis. 


2. Secure a speaker for afternoon or 
evening who is well versed on the United 
Nations. Have question and answer pe- 
riod, 


3. Organize a World Order Discussion 
group. Use as resource: Round Table Dis- 
cussion Packet on World Order and Peace, 
containing selected materials for several 
sessions. 

@ Order from the Christian Board of Pub- 
lication, Box 179, St. Louis. $2.50. 

4. Bring in a foreign student and/or 
refugee person(s). 


5. Support U.N. Day (October 24) 
celebration in your community. 


6. Distribute the World Order Mes- 
sage, and have it read in an appropriate 
time. 


® Order from the National Council of 
Churches, 297 Fourth Ave., New York, 
ING 

Tuomas J. GRIFFIN 


CHRISTIAN ACTION 


AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICE MANUAL 


FROM CHAPTER XIili— 
“FOR THE WORLD'S 
HELPLESS AND HUNGRY"! 


“The church’s concern for human needs: 
has a long history. Through the centuries, , 
until within the past one hundred years, , 
the task of amelioration of human misery’ 
was largely the responsibility of the: 
church. 

‘““As a result of World War II and sub-- 
sequent revolutions . .. an estimated thir-- 
ty to fifty million people were counted! 
homeless at one time or another... 

“In dealing with problems of such mag-- 
nitude, we have little choice but to work: 
through organizations that now operate: 
with world wide connections, such as?) 
Church World Service, Christian Rural 
Overseas Programs, Heifer Project, Inc.,. 
World Council of Churches, U.N. and In-- 
ternational Red Cross. 


‘Order the Manual from the Christian Board of* 
Publication, St. Louis, 60 cents. 


LOOK—DECIDE—TODAY 
e Look at the label below. What is the expiration date given? 
e Is it time to renew your subscription? 
e If so—Mail your renewal subscription today! 


¢ $1.00 per year; $2.35 for three years; Also, group rates 


. -. which many 


local church committees use for their members and other adult and youth leaders. 
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